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Washington do is disconnected com-
pletely from reality. The reality is in 
Johnson City, Tennessee, they are ask-
ing their agencies to fund a 5 percent 
cut over last year’s budget. 

All over America, families and State 
and local governments are tightening 
their belts and making do with what 
they have. Only in Washington do we 
respond to a huge drop in tax receipts 
by spending even more money. 

Now the administration has proposed 
a $3.9 trillion budget, which will be 27 
percent of gross domestic product of 
this country. This will create the larg-
est Federal Government since World 
War II. 

This budget is especially troubling 
because it’s coupled with tax increases, 
and our job creators have to pay for it. 
The math of these policies seems to be 
more government spending, plus higher 
taxes, equals more jobs and economic 
growth. 

If this equation seems questionable 
to you, I’m right there with you. This 
budget spends too much, taxes too 
much and borrows too much. 

I think the American people are be-
ginning to question everything they 
hear being done in the name of eco-
nomic stimulus and recovery. They 
heard ‘‘fiscally responsible’’ during the 
campaign and assumed that meant we 
would be looking for savings from inef-
fective programs and keep income in 
families pockets where it’s most need-
ed. They are getting just the opposite. 

My House Republican colleagues pre-
fer a simpler strategy that has proven 
effective time and time again. First 
you want to leave the money in the 
hands of the families to decide how to 
spend their own money. We proposed 
lowering the lowest two tax brackets 
from 15 to 10 percent and 10 to 5 per-
cent respectively. 

We would like to create tax incen-
tives for small businesses, the engines 
of our economy, to create these jobs. 
We believe it’s important to eliminate 
taxes on unemployment insurance, 
which will help those who have lost 
their jobs stay afloat until they find a 
new job. 

And I believe we should invest in our 
transportation, water, education, and 
infrastructure. As a fiscal conserv-
ative, I generally don’t like deficit 
spending unless future generations will 
get to enjoy the benefit of the spend-
ing. 

By leaving a lasting infrastructure in 
place, our children will be able to enjoy 
the benefits, even if they are asked to 
pay for some of the costs. While I am 
hopeful we can consider these common-
sense solutions, the fact is Republicans 
are in the minority. We don’t have the 
ability to stop these harmful policies 
from going forward, only President 
Obama, and Democrats and Congress 
can. 

I urge the American people to ask 
President Obama and his Democratic 
colleagues to fulfill their campaign 
promises of fiscal responsibility and 
stop these tax increases and wasteful 

spending, and help restore our econ-
omy, which is still the strongest in the 
world. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. CORRINE 
BROWN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will 
appear hereafter in the Extensions of 
Remarks.) 

f 

OUTRAGED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. FORBES) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I found it 
almost comical today, as I watched 
both on the floor and from my office, 
as one Member after the other has 
come to these podiums all across this 
Chamber, and they pounded on their 
desk, and they have screamed and they 
have all used the same word, ‘‘out-
raged.’’ 

They are outraged over the $165 mil-
lion in bonuses that AIG has paid and 
the $90 million that AIG has paid to 
European banks and Wall Street in-
vestment firms. But I am outraged 
about something different. I am out-
raged that they are outraged, and the 
reason is because I am only one of 17 
Members out of 435 Members who voted 
‘‘no’’ on every single one of these so- 
called stimulus and bailout packages, 
for one reason: we didn’t think it would 
work. 

Mr. Speaker, as we were trying to 
raise our hands and just ask intelligent 
questions about them, we were finding 
that people were ignoring the rules and 
they were rushing them through, that 
there was a whole set of people out 
there screaming and yelling, if you just 
didn’t pass this bill in this form, the 
sky was going to fall and the world was 
going to come to an end, and they 
pushed these bills through without leg-
islative analysis. While we were trying 
to just tell people what was going on 
and simply ask the question nobody 
wanted to hear, they just wanted to 
pass the bills. 

Mr. Speaker, I have a suggestion: 
just read the bills. If we had read those 
bills, we would know what most of the 
analysts are telling us now, and that is 
that it would take 100,000 to 250,000 
government bureaucrats just to mon-
itor where this money is going and how 
it’s going to be spent. 

And instead of coming to the podium 
and pounding it and saying how out-
raged they are, wouldn’t it be novel if 
they came and just said ‘‘we are wrong. 
We admit we are wrong. We are not 
going to make those mistakes again.’’ 

But, Mr. Speaker, coming here and 
saying you are outraged is not some 
kind of get out of political hot water 
free card. In fact, it’s like a sitcom. 
Imagine this situation: a husband goes 
out in this economic situation, buys an 
expensive new boat. 

A few weeks later, the bill comes in 
the mail, and his wife opens it up. And 
she is steaming and seething and look-
ing at how they are going to pay this 
payment. 

And he walks in, and he looks at her, 
and she throws it across the table. And 
he picks up the bill, and he looks at it, 
realizes he can’t make those payments, 
looks at her steaming and mad, and all 
of a sudden he pounds the table and he 
says, ‘‘Honey, I am outraged over this 
bill that I am having to pay.’’ And 
that’s where Congress is finding itself 
today. 

Mr. Speaker, we wouldn’t run our 
businesses that way. Only the govern-
ment and AIG run theirs that way. We 
have a lot of people calling our offices 
and saying ‘‘What can I do?’’ 

Well, here’s what you can do. Go find 
out how people voted and then call 
them up and ask them why. 

The second thing we can do is make 
sure we are going to stop this bailout 
madness and then simply do this. Be-
fore we take more options away from 
our children and grandchildren by 
mortgaging their future, let’s simply 
ask these four questions: Where is the 
money actually going? How do we 
know it’s going to get there? Will it 
work once it arrives? And how will we 
pay it back? 

b 1615 
Mr. Speaker, I would submit that 

perhaps if we do that, next time there 
will be more than 17 of us justified and 
actually coming to the podium, beating 
on it, and saying we are outraged. 

f 

CAP-AND-TRADE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

SCHAUER). Under a previous order of 
the House, the gentlewoman from West 
Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO) is recognized for 
5 minutes. 

Mrs. CAPITO. Thank you. 
I rise today to talk about the Presi-

dent’s program for cap-and-trade. I’d 
like to take just a few minutes to ex-
plain it a little bit and talk to people 
about what this is really going to mean 
to them. 

I represent the State of West Vir-
ginia. But here in the United States, 
coal is our most abundant resource. We 
have recoverable reserves that are suf-
ficient for at least 250 years. Coal cur-
rently fuels 50 percent of all the elec-
tricity generated in this country. 

In my home State of West Virginia, 
98 percent of our electricity comes 
from coal. Our State has abundant re-
sources. We give, and we turn on the 
lights in America. 

There’s been a lot of discussion sur-
rounding the future of coal in this 
global warming debate. The first thing 
we need to remember is that anything 
we do, whether or not it’s climate 
change, is inextricably linked with en-
ergy policies that are going to cascade 
across the environmental, economic, 
and social issues of the day. 

So cap-and-trade. It sounds nice. Cap 
emissions and then trade away. What 
does that really mean? 
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